
GPS test tips





Punctuation

Must be inserted in the correct place.

Must be clear and unambiguous – if it looks like 
it could be anything else, the mark is not 
allowed.

Any other punctuation negates the mark.





Written responses
Don’t do more than is required. 

Don’t change, add or omit any lexical words.

Billy fed the hungry dog.

who loves travelling in Spain



Written responses
Don’t change tense unless asked to.

Bill feeds the dog.

who loved to travel



Written responses
Remember basic punctuation.

Bill was feeding the dog



Written responses
Punctuation needs to be accurate.

Bill was feeding the dog!!



Written responses

Don’t add any additional punctuation.

who loves travelling,



Written responses

A vocative comma must be used where 
needed.

Turn the lights off, children!



Written responses
Capitalisation requirements - distinct upper case formation 
needed  for A B D E G H I J L N Q R T – these are seen as capital 
regardless of size relative to lower case.

wasn’t

he’d

it’s



Written responses
Capitalisation requirements - distinct upper case formation 
needed  for A B D E G H I J L N Q R T – these are seen as capital 
regardless of size relative to lower case.

lthough



Tick box questions

Positive indication



Tick box questions

Positive indication/don’t mix ticks and crosses



Circling/underlining

Only circle/underline what is needed



• Only do what is needed – don’t try to show off.
• Use a positive indication and don’t mix ticks and crosses for tick 

boxes.
• Capital letters – use where needed. 
• Distinct upper case formation – A B D E G H I J L N Q R T – are seen 

as capital regardless of size relative to lower case.
• Inverted commas can be single or double.
• If writing own sentence in response, fronted 

adverbials/subordination MUST be followed by a comma and 
vocative commas must be used where needed.

• Don’t put a question mark anywhere unless it is specifically asked 
for.

• Cross out rather than rub out.

Spelling test
• There are no capitalisation requirements unless for proper nouns.
• Do not leave exaggerated spaces between syllables/compound 

words.
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