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Through this policy the school will promote and teach the values we learn based on the 
example of the Christian faith:  

• Forgiveness  

• Respect for self and others  

• Reconciliation and redemption  

• Truth and honesty  

• Trust and fairness  

• Tolerance and compassion  

• Self-discipline  

• Respect for property and the environment  

• Politeness  
 
Such values, in turn, promote not only the Christian ethos and aims of Middleforth Church 
of England Primary School, but assist in the preparation of the children for the 
responsibilities and duties of adult life. 
 
Vision 
 
As a caring, Christian community, we aspire to ‘let our light shine’. We will open up the 
world to celebrate God’s wonderful creation and foster a sense of awe and wonder. 
We will nurture our God given talents to ensure that everyone reaches their full potential 
academically, socially and spiritually. 
‘Let your light shine Matthew 5.16’ 
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Policy for the admission of children outside the normal age group, deferred 
admission and summer born children 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Delayed entry Children who are under compulsory school age but will turn five within the 
relevant academic year, once a school place has been accepted, parents may, if they 
wish, agree with the school a pattern of part time attendance or a deferred start until later 
in the school year (but not later than the beginning of the summer term). Parents should 
discuss this with school. 
 
Summer Born Children  
 
Children born between 1 April to 31 August (summer born) do not need to start school until 
the September after their 5th birthday, a full year after they could first have started school. 
Where a parent delays their child’s start until the September after their 5th birthday, they 
may request their child is admitted outside the normal age group in order to start in 
Reception rather than Year 1.  
 
Even though it is the parents who have made the decision to delay the start to school, it is 
the school that will make a decision about whether the child is admitted to Reception or 
Year 1. The decision will be taken based on the circumstances of the case and in the best 
interests of the child concerned. Parents of children seeking admission to Reception in the 
September after their 5th birthday will need to submit a normal common application form to 
the Local Authority (in writing or online) for admission into the normal age group. Parents 
must do this at the same time as they submit a written request to the school for their child 
to be admitted out of the normal age group and submit this with the suggested evidence 
outlined below. The school will make a decision on the request before the primary national 
offer date, if at all possible.  
 
If the request to defer admission into Reception until the September after their 5th birthday 
rather than Year 1 is approved, the parents must make a new application for the next main 
admission round the following year, and their current application for the normal age group 
should be withdrawn before a place is offered. Parents need to be aware that there is no 
guarantee that a place will be offered in reception after the child’s 5th birthday. 
 
If the request to defer admission into reception until the September after their 5th birthday 
rather than Year 1 is not approved, parents must decide whether to accept the offer of a 
place for the normal age group that they receive from the Local Authority, or to refuse it, 
and make an in-year application to the school for admission to Year 1 for the September 
following their child’s 5th birthday. 
 
Admission of children outside their normal age group  
 
Parents may seek a place for their child outside of their normal age group, for example, if a 
child is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health. Parents of 
children who are already of school age are required to complete the in-year application 
form along with a letter requesting admission out of the normal age group and submit this 
with the suggested evidence outlined below. If their request is agreed and a place is 
available in the requested year group, the child will be admitted.  
If their request for admission outside the normal age group is refused, parents must decide 
whether to accept the offer of a place for the normal age group or to appeal against the 
decision to refuse a place for admission into the normal age group. 
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How the school will consider your request for deferred admission / admission of 
children outside their normal age group  
 
To enable the school to consider if the request for admission outside the normal age group 
is in the best interests of the child concerned, the school will consider:  

• Parent’s views  

• Information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development  

• Where relevant, the child’s medical history and views of the medical professional  

• If the child was born prematurely, what age group would the child have fallen in, if 
the child had been born in time  

• Views of the headteacher 
 
It is for parents to decide the professional evidence they wish to submit in support of their 
application for admission outside the normal age group. However, there is no expectation 
on parents to provide the professional evidence that they do not already have. The school 
will consider all requests regardless of whether any professional evidence is submitted.  
 
The supporting information could include:  

• Any evidence from a health or social care professional who is involved in the care 
or treatment of the child, for example speech and language therapist, occupational 
therapist, social worker or paediatrician.  

• The view of any early years or nursery setting the child attends and any records of 
the child’s development.  

• Whether the child’s premature birth has caused any health problems or 
developmental delays that mean the child would benefit from a delayed start.  

• The progress the child has made in an early years setting, including the rate of 
progress.  

• What can the nursery setting provide the child that the reception class would not? 
 
The school will make their decision based on the circumstances of each individual case, 
and in the best interests of the child concerned. The school will inform the parents of their 
decision on the year group the child should be admitted to and will provide the reasons for 
their decision.  
 
Parents have a statutory right to appeal to an independent appeal panel against the 
refusal of a place at a school for which they have applied. As the purpose of the appeals 
process is to consider whether a child should be admitted to a particular school, the right 
of appeal does not apply if they are offered a place at the school, but it is not in their 
preferred year group. However, they may make a complaint using the school’s complaints 
policy about the decision not to admit their child outside their normal age group. 
 


